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Palm cxi. Ver. ii. 


87? The Works of the Lord are great; ſought out of 
all them that have Pleaſure therein. 


Is amazing to think, how many 
l ſtrong and weighty Arguments 
i have been produced by Divines, 
and other learned Men, to prove 
T ruths, which are ſo plain and 
II glaring, and which carry ſuch 
48 ſtrong Evidence along with 
them; I mean the Being of a 
 ______ God, and his ruling and govern- 
ing the World ; and yet what a ſmall Power and 
Influence they have had upon a great Part of Man- 
kind. For the Proot of theſe M ſome have had 
XX recourſe to Metaphyſical Reaſonings, to the Nature 
of a God, and the abſolute Neceſſity of a firſt Prin- 
ciple to give Life and Motion to the whole Creation; 
and have ſet the Matter in ſo clear a Light as may 
almoſt amount to a Mathematical Demonſtration, 
Put as theſe Reaſonings are ſometimes dark and ob- 
ſcure, and too ſubtle and refined to affect the lower 
and greater Part of Mankind; others have applied 
to the Eyes and the Senſes of Men, and appealed 
to the amazing Works of the Creation, to the won 
Lerful Structure of the Heavens, and to thoſe hea- 
= "3 JN -. -. 


— 
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venly Bodies that conſtantly move over our Heads: 


A Proof, which tho' it has been urged with great 


Force, Energy, and Succels by the*Antient Writers, 


hath received a great additional Strength from the 


curious Diſcoveries of later Ages; particularly from 
the Invention of the "Teleſcope, which has open'd 


as it were a new Scene; difplay'd the amazing Won- 
ders of the Syſtem of the Planets, and by ſhewing 


their exact and regular Order, their double Motions, 


their Oppoſitions and Conjunctions, their Eclipſes 
and Changes, together with their Magnitudes, and 
Diſtances from each other, hath abundantly confirm- 


ed the juſt Obſervation of the Royal Prophet; that 


the Heavens declare the Glory of God, and the Fir- 
mament ſheweth his handy Work, Pſalm 19 v. 1. 
Others have not indeed raiſed their Thoughts ſo 77 
high, but confined themſelves to the Survey of the 
admirable Structure of this Joer World, and the 


ſereral Parts of it ; which (as the many Pieces of a 
broken Looking-Glaſs ſhew the ſame Image as the 


Whole did before) do all of them /ingly re- 
fle& the ſame Image of their glorious Maker. And 
indeed who can conſider how wiſely theſe are con- 
trived, how exactly ſuited, and kindly calculated for 
the Comfort and Happineſs, for the Delight and 


Pleaſure of Man, without diſcerning the Finger of 
God in them, and confefling with the divine Pſalmiſt, 
that 1 Wiſdom God hath made them all; and that 


the Earth is full of his Greatneſs and Riches? Laſt- 
ly, others have choſen to draw their Proofs from the 
ſmaller World, (if T may fo call it) the Soul and Bo- 
dy of Man, the wonderful Operations of the firſt, 
and the curious Structure and Organization of the 
laſt. Theſe, no doubt, are weighty Arguments: 
which tho? different and diſtinct in their Nature, all 
meet and center in this one Point; to prove the Be- 


ing of a God, the Power that gave them firſt that 
Being, and the wiſe Providence which {till continues 
to preſerve and defend tge. But 
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But-for this 1 conceive we need not be at ſo much 


Study and Pains; we need not have recourſe to 


ſubtle and obſtruſe Metaphyſical Speculations to / 


prove theſe great and weighty Truths : For this we 
need not ſoar up to Heaven, take the planetary Sy- 


ſtem to pieces, tell th: Number of the Stars ; and call 
them all by their Names: For this we need not com- 


| paſs Sea and Land, fend out our Thoughts ranging 


from Pole to Pole, and take a large and painful Sur- 
vey of all the Wonders of the Creation; ſince one 


Jingle Part of it, and which ſeems to be the leaſt 


and moſt inconſiderable of all, a Part open and ob- 
vious to every Eye, and level to every Capacity, 
will readily and naturally guide us into theſe Truths; 


I mean the Vegetable World, the Trees of the Fo- 


reſt, the Plants and Flowers of the Garden and the 
Field; all which, with united Voices proclaim the 


great Power and Wiſdom of their aker; all of 
them jointly declare with Holy David in my Text, 
That the Works of the Lord are great, 6. 
The firſt Part of this Verſe, That the Works of 
the Lord are great, is fo eaſy as not to need much 
to be ſaid for clearing of it up; the laſt Words in- 
deed ſcught out of all them that have Pleaſure therein, 


are not ſo obvious and plain. Some learned Men have 


thought the Meaning was, that the Works of the 
Lord are eaſily diſcover*d by all that take a Delight 


in ſearching after them. But the moſt eaſy and na- 


tural Senſe ſeems ro me to be this; that the Works 
of God are truly great, truly worthy the enquiring 


after them, on the Account of the Delight and Plea- 


ſure which muſt attend ſach a Search. . 


debncy of the Whole to 


Now to make out. thoſe two Propoſitions, I ſhall 
obſerve this plain Method, and give my Thoughts 
this obvious and eaſy Track. Þ. 
Firſt, I ſhall ſhow the Greatneſs of the Works of 
the Lord in the Vegetable World. : + 
Secondly, Conſider the great Uſefulneſs and Ten- 
promote the Good and Hap- 


pineſs of Mankind. And 
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And thirdly, Endeavour to ſet in the faireſt Light 
I can, the great Delight and Plea/are, that will at- 
tend ſach a Search: Sought ont of all them that have 
Pleaſure therein. * N 
And this I ſhall do with the greater Pleaſure and 
Satisfaction, being to {peak betore ſuch an Audience 
as this; I mean, before a Society ot curious and inge- 
nious Men, who have made this Subject their Study 
and Employment, and who, I dare ſay are ſenſible of 
what I here aſſert, and with one V 

to declare, that the Works of the Lord are great, 


oice are ready 


fonght out of all them that have Pleaſure therein. 
And firſt I am to ſhow the Greatneſs of the Warks 


of the Lord in ihe Vegetable World ; and indeed 
who can take a- Survey of that wonderful Syſtem 
without Admiration, and turning his pious thankful 
Thoughts to the great Author and Preſerver of it > 
Who can ſeriouſly confider the curious Variety of 
Trees, Seeds, and Flowers; how all theſe, almoſt 
without Number, preſerve their regular and natural 
Order, without the leaſt Confuſion, or breaking 


DO 


thro' thoſe Bounds preſcribed by their Lord and Ma- 


ker? How the ſame kind and wiſe Providence, which 


firſt Gave them Life and Being, ſtill continues to 


Preſerve them; in how amazing a Manner their 


Growth and Nouriſhment are conveyed by their 


Roots, which exactly anſwer the Mouths of Animals, 


and that by ſo many Fibres, little Du&ts, and Chan- 
nels, that are imperceptible to the Eye 2 How 


the tender Sap circulates through the Plant, as the 


Blood does through the human Body, as may be 
_ proved to a Demonſtration ; and, when it ſeems for 
a time to have been loſt and dead, at the return of 


the Spring, the kind genial Heat of the Sun gives as 
it were, a new Life and kind of Reſurre&ion to the 


Trees; and laſtly, how the Leaves not only give it 


a Beauty and Ornament, not only preſerve the 
Fruit and Flowers, as the Eye-lid does the Eye from 


Injuries 
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Injuries and Hurt, not only ſhelter them from the 
ſcorching Heat of the Sun, but alſo, as (ſome curious 
Men have obſerved ) by its Fibres and Veins con- 
vey to them the the Moiſture of Rains and Showers; 


and thus give a freſh Increaſe and Nouriſhment to 
the Plant: Who can, I fay, conſider theſe things 


without being ſtruck with Admiration, without being 
inflamed with a Deſire-of prying and diving farther 
into thoſe Wonders, and taking a ſhare in the Plea- 
ſures which muſt attend ſuch a Search? rs 
This is what ſome of the greateſt Princes, and the 
ableſt and wiſeſt Miniſters and Stateſmen, have not 
thought to be beneath their Attention and Care. 
Cyrus the younger, the Hero of Xenophon, who, if 


baue had not been cut off in the Flower of his Age, 
might have proved one of the greateſt Princes in the 
World, did not diſdain to work in his Garden him- 
2 ſelf, and to plant and prune his Trees with his own. 
Hands, which he A mentioned with a kind of Pride 
to the Grecian General when he ſhewed him his 
2 Ground, © This Spot, ſaid he, I traced out myſelf, 


2< This Parterre I laid out, Thoſe Trees I myſelf have 

© (et, and Thoſe I have pruned and grafted with my 
<< own Hands.” Diocletian, who, but for one 
Blemiſh, I mean his Severity to the Chriſtians (which 


he was put upon by his bigotted and cruel Prieſts) 
Was as great a Monarch as ever fill'd the Imperial 
Throne, tired at laſt with the Weight and Burden of 
Ja Crown, and weary of the Noiſe and Hurry of a 
Court, willingly reſign'd all, and retired to a Garden, 
which he had made at Salone, where he found Crea- © 
-Tures more docil, pliable, and obedient, and more 
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grateful and thankful, than thoſe he had met with 


784 
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pefore; and declared he had at laſt found, that, 
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Retreat, If you could fee, ſaid he, the fne Plants 
I have ſet with my own Hands at Salone, I am ſure 
« you would not wiſh me fo much harm as to drag me 
* from my pleaſant Solitude, to reſume the Cares and 
« Troubles of a Crown.” Bnt a wiſer and greater than 


think it beneath him to deſcend to the very meaneſt 


| + See Mr. Har- 


ny the younger; Pliny, one of the Wiſeſt Men of his 


fled for Relief to his Garden; of which he has given 


(68) 


all theſe, even Solomon himſelf in all his Glory, | 

made his Gardens and his Plants his great Detight | c 
and Pleaſure. Pleaſure, did 1 fay ? he made them _ G 
the Study and Employment of his Life, He did not 5 


Plant: He makes mention of the Hyſſoy that grou- 
eth out of the Wall, ot the Lilly, his 
NS row On rival in Glory, and of the f Ce. 
A Malpas. dar, as ſuperior in Statelineſs and Gran. 
F TR: he, 
I might produce a great many more Examples of 


| Heroes, Stateſmen and Miniſters of Princes, who 4 
have preferr'd the Delights of the Garden to all the _* 


Pomp, Glory, and Pleaſures of a Court; and that 
not when worn out with Tears, ſower d with Diſa- 
pointments, but in the great Vigour of their Age, pl 
and in the full Current of their Glory. Such was the © 

Retreat of the great Lucullus, ſuch the wiſe Retire- on 
ment of immortal Scipio, ſuch was the choice of Pli. 


time, and one of the moſt Able and Upright Mini- ih 
ſters that ever fat at the Helm of any State; who, 
to unbend his Thoughts and recreate his Mind {till 


ſo lively and elegant a Deſcription in his Works, as 
is enough to Make one in love with ſuch a Delicious 
Place, and ſuch a Pleaſant rural Life. To mention 
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* This is not exactly tranſlated, for 'tis certain the ETob ot wy 


Hyſſop does not grow. or, nor, as ſome Tranſlations have it, 15 WE 
the Wall, but at the Foor, or the Botton of it. And this ſeems ae 
better to anſwer” the Deſign of the Holy Writer, which was to WR 
expreſs the mcaneſt and loweſt Shrub, in contraſt and oppoſition . 
to the ſlatelineſs of che Cedar. JP 
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40 
no more: The great Sir William Temple, the moſt 
learned, beſt-bred, and fineſt Gentleman of his 
Time, alter ſuch a Hurry of Buſineſs as he had un- 
dergone, ſo many intricate Affairs, Embaſſies, and 
Negotiations he had managed with Honour and Suc- 
ceſs, retired in the Evening of his Life to his Goun- 
try Seat; applied himſelf to Gardening, and grew 
ſio paſſionately in love with it, that in his laſt Will 
m ' he gare particular Orders, that his Heart ſhould be 
or ””” buried in the midſt of his Garden. 
hut ſecondly, what ſtill diſplays the Greatneſs of 
the Works of the Lord is, that they are intended 
his and directed by Him for the Benefit and Happineſs 
„ of Mankind. This is agreeable to God's Dealings 
with Mankind, who never exerts his Power and 
_. Greatneſs but in ſhewing Mercy and Kindneſs to his 
of E' 8 
ho 7 *T'would be an endleſs work, and too great a treſ- 
the paſs on your Patience to reckon up tho Benefits and 
> Advantages, which we reap from theſe Treaſures of 
ap- the Vegetable World. Take your Stand where you 
ge, pleaſe, turn your Eyes where you will, theſe cannot 
but ſtrike your Thoughts with Amazement, and 
re- ought I am ſure, to fill your Hearts with Gratitude 
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Pli- > and Love. Every Morſel we take in, every Draught 
his we drink, are owing in ſome meaſure to theſe kind 
in- Z and bountiful Gifts of God. The Bread that 
ho, Freagthens, the Wine that makes plad the Heart of 
bill | an, flow from the Fang Stream of Divine Good- 
wen | 5 PUT TEE : 5 


neſs. 
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= * Lripſius, one of the wiſeſt and moſt learned Men of his Time, 
Vas ſo very fond of his Garden, and Flowers, that he declared 
na Letter to his Friend, that the fine Tulip Roots he had receiv'd 
. from him, gave him more Pleaſure and Delight, khan if be had 
. ſent him ſo many Lumps of Silver or Gold. Czr7eres, ſaith he, 
wii Tuliparum Bulbiquos miſiſii ſclectarum, gram ſi glebulos tot idem 
ei vel Argenti miſſes. T uless nen eredet. Ego de meo Anime, et 
9 1 2 Anima | 4 Lp. Epiſt: Edit N p. 60. = 
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f nefs. The Cloaths and Raiment we put on cicher 
10 for Ornament, or for Shelter from the Injuries of the 


Wo Air, tho” not immediately the Produce of the Fields, 
6 are furniſh'd us by thoſe Animals, thoſe Sheep. that 
feed upon a thouſand Hills, that Jive upon the Fruits 
of the Earth and the Herbaze of the: Feld, i | 
Again, what is more conducive to the Happiness 
and Advantage of Men, than the ſtately Trees of tzje 
Foreſt; which, beſides their Beauty oo Ornameat, w 
not only thelter us by their Leaves from the ſcorch- 
ing and ſultry Heats, not only furniſh Materials and 1 
Timber for our Houſes, without which, we thoutd 
lire but very uncomfortable Lives, and be expoled » 
to all the Injurics of the Air, and the Severities of 
ruhe Scaſons, but alſo by producing Materials for our 
Ships contribute to the Safety of our People, advances t 
the Rickes and Honour of our Nation, and convey 
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the Wealth and Treaſures of foreign Countries to = 
our happy Shores, the rich Spices and aromatick 


Drugs, the delightful Product of thoſe diſtant Coun tl 


q tries, fo that a few Acorns in a certain Number of = 8 
qt Years ſhall ſer out and cquip an able and mighty tl 
'! cet, and a handful of ſmall Sceds . furniſhSails 7 h 
| vw hich (ike Wings) may waft thoſe floating Bodies io {1 
carry on a happy Commerce with our Friends, and WM h 
Is 1trike Dread and Terror into our Foes, The Truth 4 
| is, Planting 1s what we owe to our Country, Our- b 
* tolves, and to our Poſterity. It was a noble and ge- - 
= ners Anſwer which a Perſon advanced in Years 3 | 
| made to ſome who ask'd him, why he ſpent t 
i fo much Time in thoſe Plantations which he could © 1 

| 3ever ex peet to ſee grown up to Perſection: 1“ 
1 Pg vat, 00 „e, to the immortal Gods, Ee 

i See Tully Fc 45 they have made me inherit the 7 hings 


neture, © I cw enjoy, expet? I ſhould leave tee? 

| et in the ſame State, 175 the 7 FIVE flour iſh as = 
* Condirion ts my drein . 
4 But . 
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But this Thought (as I have already obſerved) | 
more particularly concerns the Country we live 
in, whoſe Shipping, whether for War or Trade, may 
juſtly be called the Decus & Tutamen, the Honour 
and Safety of the Exglifþ Nation. 

There is another great Advantage that accrues to 
Mankind from Ve2etables, an Advantage without 
which Life itſelf would indeed be but a Burden, 
and all the Wealth of the World could never be 
truly defireable, I mean Halt. 

| Were I here to take a full Survey of the Materia 

M:dica of Plants, it wonld, I am ſenſible, be too long 
a Digteſſion, and too great a Treſpaſs upon your Pa- 


tience ; ſince there is hardly a Tree, or a Shrub in 


the Wood, hardly a Flower in the Garden or the 
Field but what aftords ſomething Medicinal, ſome- 
thing deſign'd by God (as David ſaith) for the Uſe 
aud Service of Man. The Leaves, Root, Sap, and 
the Bark itſelf all tend in ſome meaſure to the fame 
gracious End of a kind Providence. The laſt of 
theſe eſpecially; which by a late happy Diſcovery 
has open*d a new Channel in the Practice of Phy- 
lick, and faved thoniauds of Lives, which would 
have pertſh'd without it. Nay, even the moſt obvious 
and common Flowers, ſuch as ſeem only to have 
been deſigned to delight the Smell, and give pleaſure 
to the Eye, are not without their uſeful Helps and 
Remedics to Mankind. The Lilly, tor Inſtance, at- 
ter it has exceeded Solomon in Glory, * when faded 
„ and 
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* I have often thought that the Flower mention'd by our Savi- 
our in the Goſnel, was not the common Lilly, which grows in our 


Parts of the World, but rather the indian or Ægyptian one, which 
by a mere Accident came into this Country, and is called the Cue r7- 


ſez Lillh: Ir is a moſt Seamiful Flower, of a fine ſcarlet Colour 


bpowder'd and ſpeckled with Gold, and when expos'd to the Sun, 
aakes a very glorions Show, and fo might mare properly be com- 


pared 


. 
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and decay'd, infuſed in Oyl, becomes a heal- 


ing Balm for Burns and Bruiſes. The Roſe like- 
wiſe, delicious in decay, affords its moſt excellent 
Conſerves, for Colds and Catarrhs, for healing weak 
and diſordered Lungs, and reſtoring crazy Conſtitu- 
tions. e . BY | og 

The laſt Particular I mention'd in relation to 
Plants and Vegetables was the Pleaſure that attends 


our Inquiries after them. But this is what I conceive 
I have in ſome meaſure already ſhown, ſince that 
which brings ſuch Benefit along with it cannot fail of 


affording much Delight. But Gardening and Agri- 
culture have ſome peculiar Pleaſures of their own ; 


Pleaſures, that are not like ſo many others, ſower'd 
with Sorrow, follow'd by Repentance and deſtructive 


to the Health. Deſtructive, did I fay ? So far from 


that, in their very Nature they tend to the Preſerva- 
tion of it, by the wholeſome Exerciſe which is inſc- 


parable from Agriculture, and a rural Life, and the 
kind Etuvia of a new broken-up Soil, which Expe- 


perience has ſhown greatly falutiferous to weak 
Healths and decay*d Conſtitutions. * | 


But 
pa red to the Glory of that Monarch, and to mortify the State and 
Pride of any Prince. The Accident that brought it into this Na- 


—U— ũ — ——_—— 


tion was the Wreck of a Datch Ship from Batavia that ſplit upon 
the Coaſt ; ſame time after, the Shore appear'd cover'd with thoſe 
curious Flowers, to the great ſurprize of the People, who had ne- 


yer ſeen any of them before. See Dr, Dowglas's Lilium Sarnienſe 
in Philoſ. Tranſact. | EE Se 8 


*The famous Dr. Bedell, Biſhop of Kilmore in Ireland, whoſe 
Life was written by the late B——p Barnet, after a long ſhare of 
uninterrupted Health, a few Years before his Death, had ſome ſevere 
Fits of the Stone, which his ſedentary Courſe of Life, ſeems to have 


brought upon him; according to the Obſervation of Thuanus, who 


calls that Diſtemper Ad Libros afſidue ſedentzm ſtipendia, Theſe he 
bore with wonderful Patience. The beſt Remedy he found for them 


was to dig in his Garden, and by that wholeſome and innocent Ex- 


erciſe he always found a Mitigation of his Pain, Sec General Dic- 


tionary, & c. : 
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But to proceed : What Pleaſure muſt the Gardener 


* and Planter enjoy when they ſee, dulceſque laborum 
Fructus, the happ 


| y Fruits of their Labour ? When 
they behold a fruitful Spot laid out by their own 


Art and Care, and view thoſe hopeful and thriving 
Plants, which they themſelves have fer; and to ale 
the Words of the Poet, who had a juſt Idea of the 
\ Pleaſures of a Country Life. i 


U: gaudet injitiva decerpens Pyra 


What a Delight is it for them to gather thoſe 


| ; Fruits which they have orafted with their own 
Hands ? I fay grafted with their own Hands, which 


2 


highly enhances the Value of them, and affords a 
double Delight and Fleaſure. For the Fruits that 
:1atura/ly grow upon the Earth are eſteemed onl 


oh Sc Pi 45 Wh nd 
Tg By, bs. ' 8 
e 2 
* 5 EY * £ LI * 
r WC REF” 
. Les 


ds the Product of Nature; but thoſe that have been 


grafted or inoculated by ourſelves, are look'd upon 


= with a ſort of fatherly Tenderneſs, as our vegetable 
Children, and the pleaſing Offspring ot our Induſtry 
and. Care. I | 


It will perhaps, be faid that theſe are only Pleaſures 
= of the Imagination I grant it, but are not ſome 
= imaginary Pleaſures as delighttul as ſenſual ones 2 
But even Theſe are not wanting among the Vegeta- 


ke bles, and are as true and real as the Senſes we en- 
*X joy. Let a Man deny this who 7afts thoſe delicious 


Fruits which the Garden affords, the Peach, the 


= Ne#arine, the Grape, Pomegranate, and the Anana; 
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7 which laſt, both for Taſte and Flavour, doth, in my 


1 
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Opinion, exceed them all. Then as to the Smell, 
let him but take a Walk into a Field after a warm 
= Spring-Shower, when God has ſent 4 gracious Rain 
pon his Inheritance, to refreſh it when it was dry, 


. 
8 


614) 


and let him then, if he can, deny the Pleaſure ( 
the Smell, This was the Image which the good Pa- | 
triarch Iſaac choſe to expreſs the moſt grateful Odour of 
he ever ſmelt in his Lite, As the Smell of 4 Field _ ” 
which the Lord hath ble. And laſtly, how chear- _ 
ing and reviving to the Eye is ſuch a Field, fo richly  -» 
enamelPd with variety of Flowers, as to rival, if _ 
not exceed the Beauties of the fineſt Sky, adorned p 
and beſpangled with a thouſand Stars? 
But theſe Delights appear in a more exquiſite q | 
manner in the Flowers of the Garden, which ſeem ©. 
to outvie each other, which ſhall beſt regale the Su 
Smell, or pleaſe and entertain the Sight, _ 
And here I beg leave to fling in a Remark, which 
I think has not been made by any of the Writers 
upon this Subject. I mean the [npartiality of the 
Hand of Nature, if I may uſe the Term, which, 
where the has been ſparing of her Favours in One 
reſpect to ſome, has liberally made it up in Another; 
where ſhe has denied the Fragrancy of the Roſe, thc 
ſoft Sweetneſs of the Honeyſuckle, and the rich Pe- 
fume of the Orange or the Feſſamine Flowers, has 7 
_ abundantly, made up that Want, by the Beauty of ;,, 
the Painring, and the agreeable Variety of the Co- 2 
lours, which ſhame the fineſt and richeſt artificial 
Dyes, as in the gay, but too ſhort-lived Tulip, the 
richly gilt and embroidered Auricula, and the ama- th 
Zing variety of the Carnation; the Occaſion, the 95 
Prize, and the Reward of this our Friendly Meet- w 
ing; Beaufies which the Pencil and the Pen will al- ⁵ . 
ways endeavour, but always in vain endeavour to 
expreſs. JJ Oo alin ona che tie 
Well then might the Royal Pſalmiſt ſay, The 
Works of the Lord are great, &c. great in their Na- 
ture and wonderful Contrirance, great in the Pleaſure 
that attends them, and which moſt expreſly ſhows 
* em 
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om to be the Works of a divine Hand, great in the 


U ſſelulneſs which they bring to Mankind. BEES 
And thus I have gone through what Tat firſt pro- 
poſed upon theſe Words; firſt to ſhow the Grengneſt 
, the Works of the Lord in the Vegetable World. 
Secondly, The vaſt Uſefulneſs and Tendency of 
the Whole to promote theHappineſs of Mankind. 
© "Thirdly, The great Pleaſure that attends the Search 
and Enquiry after them, fought out of all them that have 
Prleaſure therein. I ſhall beg the Favour of your Pa- 
tience and Attention but a few Minutes more, while 
I ] make a few Reflections, which I hope may be 
uſetul. and thought naturally to reſult from my 
„%% T e 
It was the Obſervation of a wiſe and 
pious Man, + that he could draw as te V. 2 8 : 
ul improving Infiruf ions from. Flowers e 

and Plants, as from any other Suljelt what- 1 
dFoeever + And indeed the Works of Nature, taken in 
A proper View, appear like ſo many Sermons, and 
carry along with them a moſt moving tho? ſilent Elo- 
_** quence, and which cannot but fill our Minds with 

Admiration of the Almighty Creator. VVV 
And firſt; the fight of Plants and Flowers may af- 
bord us uſeful Lectures of Sobriety and Temperance, 


and prove a proper Check upon the exceffve Driak- 
er; it he doth but obſerve, that as gentle Showers 
- = have ſo kind an Effect upon them, as to promote 


their Growth and give them a freſh Beauty and Life; 
c violent Daſhes of Rain, and exceſſive Drenches ot 

= Warcr, make them droop and hang down their 
"7 Heads, tear them to pieces, and rot, and deſtroy 
them at the Root : And, if carrying his Reflections 


* arther, he will conſider, that this is the caſe with 
rclation to Man; that as a moderat? uſe of Wine 
and other Liquors, which Providence for his Comtort 
has beſtowed upon him, gives him freſh Life and 


| Vigour, 


116) 
Vigour, revives his Spirits and enlivens all the Fa- 
culties of his Body and Mind, ſo an exceſſive Uſe of 
Theſe produces the contrary Effects; defeats the De- 
ſign of God's Providence in giving him his Bleſſings, 
finks his Spirits, weakens his Nerves, deſtroys his 
Stomach, and impairs all the Faculties of his Body 
and Mind, entails a crowd of Diſeaſes upon him, 
and brings the unhappy Man, with Sorrow, though 
ſeldom, very ſeldom, alas! with gray Hairs to the © 
Grave. Such Thoughts as theſe, if this ſad way of 
Life will give him time and leave to think, muſt have 
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s a good Effect upon him, wean him by degrees from 
ſiuch a vile and ſcandalous Practice, make him a- 
UA Mice ſhamed of fo mean a Vice, fo deſtructive both to 
1 f Ronny nl ce 
But ſecondly; a ſerious View of the ſeveral Part? 
1 of the Vegetable Syſtem may have another good 
HFffect upon the Minds of Men, and raiſe in them 

4 devout and pious thoughts of their Mortality, ang 
| i the Frailty and Uncertainty of their Lives: If they: 
1 will but obſerve, that as tlieſe Plants and Flowers 


are every Day expos'd to abundance of Acci- 
dents, liable to be born down and torn in 
pieces by Winds and Storms, to be withered and 
ſcorched by the exceſs of Heat, or nipt and cut off 
by the Violence of the Froſts; and tho? they may 
have the good Luck to eſcape Theſe, yet their Time, 
7 alas! is but very ſhort ; only & a few Weeks, or 
Months, or at the fartheſt, the extent of a Summer 
| Seaſon, after which they mult yield to Fate, and re- 
turn to their Mother Earth again. This thought, 
by an eaſy Tranſition, may lead them to remember 
that this is the very caſe of their mortal Bodies; 
that, like Theſe, they are every Day expoſed to ma- 
ny Misfortunes, which may cut 'em off in their 
Prime of Life and in the Flower of their Age. Be- 
fades Diſeaſes without number, which, ike ravencus 
: 3» | : Birds, 
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Birds, are daily hovering over the Carcaſs to ſeize 


their Prey, and theſe almoſt in a thouſand Shapes; 


ſometimes it is an Apoplexy, or a raging Fever, which, 
like a violent Enemy, aſſaults the Town and takes 
it by ſtorm ; ſometimes it is a bloated Dropſy, or a 
languiſhing Conſumption, which lays a lingering Siege 


to the Place, ftarves it by degrees, and maſters it 


at laſt. ny 

But granting they may eſcape all theſe, arrive to 
the gray Hairs, and to the Staff and fooping Back; = 
that they may drink of Life to the very Dregs, and 
linger on to the utmoſt Period of old Age; yet the 


Royal Pſalmiſt will tell them what they mult then 


depend upon. The Days of our Years are threeſcore 


Years and ten, and if, by reaſon of Streagth they he 


eighty Years, yet is their Strength Labour and For 


row, for it is ſoon cut off, and we flie away, Pſalm go. 
Ver. 10. 
What ancient Writers have often made uſe of to re- 
commend thoſe great and weighty Truths. Homes 
long ſince has compared the Lives and Generations 


Theſe Emblems of Flowers and Plants are 


of Men to the Leaves of the Trees, which, when 
they have flouriih'd for a Time, and made a goodly 


Show, wither, fall and return to their Mother Earth 


again. Ovid, tho' no great Moraliſt, touches upon 
this very String, and adviſes Men—, 


F Their Flowers to gather whilſt they way, 
Aud think like theſe their Lives will ſoon decay. 


ut far better Authors than theſe, even the Sacred 


Writers, have not diſdained to employ theſe Images 


to ſet off the Frailty and Uncertainty of human Lie. 
The noble Prophet with his uſual Elegancy declares, 


that Fleſh is Graſs, and all the goodlineſs thereof is 
as the Flywer of the Field. The Grass withereth, the 
Flower fadeth ; but the Word of the Lord ſhall ftand 

— for 


. 
or ever. Iſaiah 40. Ver. 6, 8 David to the fame 
purpoſe, in that moving Pſalm which has judiciouſly 
been ſet apart for the Funeral Service of our Church, 
tells us, that, Men are like Graſs, which groweth up 
iu the Morning and flouritheth, but in the Evening is 
cut down and withereth. Pſalm go. Ver 5, 6. Oo 
mention no more; the Apoſtle St. Peter has made uſe 
of this very Image to put us in mind of the ſhott- 
neſs and frailty of our Lives. For all Fleſb, ſaith 
he, is as the Gra's, and all the Glory of Man is as E 
the Flower of Graſs. The Graſs withereth, aud the © * 
Flower thereof fadeth away. 1 Peter, Chap. 1. Ver. tie 


But if theſe Reflections may ſeem too melan- ©Y 
choly, and to caſt a Damp upon our Joys, to over mw 
_ caſt the Serenity, and deſtroy the Comfort of our Jo 
Thirdly, Theſe very Plants and Flowers, like 

the Spear of Telephas, carry their ready Help and 
Remedy along with em, by ſetting before us 
this chearing and reviving Image of a bleſſed Re- 
ſurrection; that as Theſe, when in all appearance 
they have ſeemed to be dead and buried in the |» 
Earth, upon the kind Return of the Spring, and 
the genial Warmth ot the revolving Sun, riſe, as 
it were, again out of their Graves, appear with 
the ſame Beauty, arrayed with the ſame Glory, 
which they enjoyed before; ſo theſe mortal Bodies, 
when they have long lain mouldring and rotting 
M in their Graves, at the Souud of the Trumpet, at 
the Word of Command from Heaven, ſhall ariſe 
| ro fulneſs of Joy, and to exceſs of Glory, with 
"1 this Difference, that theſe Plants, after they return 
[ to Life, are liable to the ſame Accidents, ſubjet 
to the ſame Decay and Mortality as before: But 
thoſe pious and righteous Souls, who by a godly BR 
and religious Lite, by their extenſive Charity and 
mn ae univerſal Fa 


_— 


* 619) 
© | univerſal Benevolence to Mankind, and their t em- 
1 perate and ſober Uſe of God's Creatures, have 


5 Frans themſelves for God's Favour, and 2 
* bleſſe” Reſurreffion, can die no more, Death 

| can have no more Dominion over them, No more 
then will they be expoled to the Calamities 
and Accidents of Lite, but be tranflated to a hap- 
„ = py Place, where will be no Grief nor Sorrow, 
A and where Tears will ever be wiped from their 
55 2 der chere will they meet with a Happineſs great as 
= = their Wiſhes, and laſting and immortal as their 
Souls; and richly then enjoy all that their Hearts 
could with, all they could think of' Heaven, 
* 7 amazing Brightneſs, Purity and Truth, eternal 
; ps, and everlaſting Love. 
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